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Draft Minutes 

The Aero Club of South Africa NPC 

80th Annual General meeting 
 held 

16th of March 2021 at 18:30 
In the Virtual Zoom Room 

 

1) Notice Convening the Meeting 

a) Attendance 

Paul Lastrucci (EAA)    Rob Jonkers (Chairman) 
Frank Eckard (SAPFA)    Sandra Strydom 
Charne Smit     Hanke Fourie  
John Gaillard (Hon Treasurer)   Daniel Ralefeta 
Goitse Diale (RAA)    Bob Skinner 
Simon Smith (DAASA)    Richard Bovell (BAFSA) 
Marthinus Potgieter (Vice Chairman)  John Boucher (MISASA) 
Kevin Storie (CAASA)    Karl Jensen 
Deon Kraidy     Pete Wallenda (SAHPA) 
Mark Pretorius (SSSA)    Bob Skinner (SAMAA) 
Vernon Kloppers (PASA)    Nigel Musgrave (ASSA) 
Andre van Zyl (SAGPA)    Hugh Randall 
Gary Glasson (SAC)    Rowena Kraidy (MISASA) 
Nico Willemse     Stefan Coetzee 
Kgopotso Mongale    Johan Odendaal 
Willie Bodenstein     Neil Bowden 
Jeff Earle      Neil Pretorius 
David P Rogers     Kyle Kraidy 
Edzard Verseput     Riaan Van Niekerk 
Jorrie Jordaan     Jan Jacobs 
Marinus Roberts     Pierre Dippenaar 

                           Maryna Storie 
 

b) Apologies 

Danie Potgieter     Peter Lastrucci   
Mary de Klerk     Barbara Freibose 
Rikus Erasmus     Rainer Freibose 
Walter Doubell 
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c) Confirmation of Quorum 

Mr Rob Jonkers confirmed that a Quorum is represented in terms of members present as well 

as Member Associations present. To be noted that all Member Associations were represented 

by a member of their respective committees, this being a first in a long time. 

d) Announcements 

No specific announcements – except that this AGM is fully Virtual enabled 
 

2) Confirmation of the minutes of the 79th Annual General Meeting 

a) Corrections, Proposer and Seconder approval 

The Minutes of the 78th Annual General meeting were proposed by Kevin Storie and seconded 
by Marthinus Potgieter.  
 

b)  Matters arising from previous minutes 

Overflight of National Parks & associated fines for incursions – to be dealt with under General 

– Advocacy matters 

 

3) Chairman’s Report 

This past year has been a calamitous year where the world order has fundamentally changed - 
nowhere with more consequence and impact than in Aviation, with substantial repercussions in the 
airline industry that all but collapsed world-wide. Downstream effects were also felt in the General 
& Recreational Aviation industry, as lockdown restrictions curtailed most flying for some months, 
and even with restrictions lifted to allow maintenance and later proficiency flying, the activity levels 
remained low. Thereafter, with significant backlog in CoA and ATF renewals as the regulator 
returned to work, it is been a challenge to get airborne in any significant way. 
 
The Aero Club and its Sections were instrumental in working with the regulator & the DoT to 
secure the lifting of restrictions from April onwards defining protocols at the various lockdown 
levels to allow us access to flight, these included from Level 3 to be able to hold sporting events 
under specifically developed Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) which were shared amongst 
all our sections. 2020 was also a significant year in that it celebrated a Centenary of Recreational 
Aviation, started in 1920 by the Millers Boys, with power flying as the prime activity, and in this 
year the Aero Club had planned a Centenary Airweek, the Silver Queen Air Rally and a 100 aircraft 
fly past, which all had to be shelved. As a silver lining the Centenary Yearbook originally planned 
for publication in April, was extended to add more content, with the resulting 560 page 
compendium of all SA Recreational Aviation is a gem to have and recommended reading - see 
post below for details on how to obtain a copy. 
 
This past year has also seen the Aero Club gain much interaction with the CAA, and began to 
establish monthly meetings since March with the regulator on a number of Advocacy topics, which 
has allowed us to re-orientate a more comprehensive interaction post the RAASA era with the 
various CAA functions that had integrated the previous RAASA functions. This has proved very 
successful to a point that a GA/RA Industry Liaison Forum (ILF) has been formally constituted. 
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Regular mailchimps have been sent out to the membership on each of the meeting interactions. 
We will continue to take concerted efforts to ensure Recreational Aviation is embraced by you the 
Recreational Aviator and supported by the Regulator to uphold our charter of ensuring Freedom of 
Flight. Foremost activities include simplifying the ATF renewal process, and establishing multi-year 
licencing protocols, and reducing the Service Level turn-around times, amongst others. 
 
The CAA also released their General Aviation Safety Strategy (GASS) plan to be rolled out in the 
next 5 years, the Aero Club will feature volunteers to take part in developing the details of this plan 
from 2021, the idea is to develop improved safety standards, also looking at devolution of powers 
to achieve a measure of self-regulation in our GA/RA environment, how this will be achieved will 
take significant participation by all our various entities to develop the eventual protocols. We still 
need more volunteers to participate in the various focus groups, thus those able to take part can let 
the Aero Club know. Details on the content are available from the CAA website or from previous 
Aero Club mailchimp Communiques. 
   
Over the last number of years the overall membership of the Aero Club and its constituent 
Sections has been in decline, a loss of 1200 members over the last five years where we are now 
under 3000, surely a sign of increasingly tough economic conditions, a turbulent regulatory 
environment and a few other challenges that we find ourselves in that plays a large part in 
lessening the recreational participation within the sections. This continues to put significant 
pressure on the Aero Club budget, and we continue to operate without the services of a GM, the 
workload is shared amongst members with the requisite skills in various advocacy and technical 
areas co-opted to represent us on the various forums dealing with these matters. The membership 
fee was significantly reduced in 2019, with a CPI increase applied for 2020 - with a view to ensure 
affordability going forward. 
 
One of the many benefits of being an Aero Club Member is the third party insurance scheme, as 
within context of a wide membership base, can enjoy significant discounted premiums especially in 
the category of aircraft below 600 kg from 25% to 75% depending on aircraft type (see the Aero 
Club website for details). Similarly with NTCA aircraft above 600 kg and below 2700 kg, there is 
also an Aero Club beneficiation Third Party Liability Scheme. The premiums in terms of benefit as 
such far outweigh the membership fees in many cases. The Aero Club is also still working on 
Insurance to cover APs, as well as benefits for Aero Club Members on  wider Insurance coverage, 
these will be communicated as they come to hand. The Aero Club has also renewed its Airmeet 
Third Party Policy, which covers all the events that the Aero Club and its Sections hold throughout 
the year, which number close to 80 or so events. 
 
The Aero Club is also the National Airsport Control (NAC) representing sporting events for 
competitions held Internationally under the auspices of the FAI, as such is affiliated to SASCOC in 
governing the conferring of Protea Colours. The FAI has also gone through some troubling 
fiscal times in the last 2 years with the withdrawal of major sponsorships, and with income severely 
reduced in 2020 with virtually no international events having taken place. The General Conference 
held in early December was held via Zoom, also a first, and indicative of the future of holding such 
conferences. With many of the NACs having downgraded their memberships, a new funding model 
will be looked at as a project for 2021. 
 
Celebrations and activities for our Centenary Year of 2020 has of course has been scuppered, 
however much of the planned events will now take place in 2021, these will include amongst 
others, Airweek  as our signature Centenary event to be held end of April at Middelburg Airfield 
that encompasses all our sections with the ambition to achieve an Oshkosh type of event which is 
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a fly-in,  forums, air displays, flymarkets, camping, to bring together our recreational fraternity and 
also promote youth development in Aviation. Furthermore a planned Silver Queen Air Rally  will be 
held in conjunction with the SAAF Association as well as a 100 (101) aircraft flypast at Swartkops, 
and hosting of an International Event which SAPFA have won the rights to hold the World Rally 
Flying Championships in November of 2021 to take place in the scenic area of Stellenbosch. 
 
Our aim continues to focus to make aviation appealing to the recreational aviator and the youth, in 
order for them to share and progress in the wonderful passion of all types of aviation sport offered 
by the various sections of the Aero Club in South Africa, as such we are fortunate to have in our 
midst many professional and retired professional career and military aviators that continue to share 
their mentorship and guidance freely to anyone who is interested in aviation in South Africa. With 
this, and with 2020 essentially behind us, let us all work together and support the structures that 
represent recreational aviation to make 2021 a year of recovery, growth, focus  and revitalisation, 
as it will only be our coordinated collective efforts that will ensure the survival of our disciplines into 
the future. If you have any comments or contributions to make you are most welcome to contact us 
at the Aero Club. 

I would like to thank my Exco, Marthinus Potgieter, Hanke Fourie, Johan Gaillard and the office 
staff Sandra Strydom & Charne Smit for the support during this very trying year and having been 
able to adjust quickly to the new norm of the virtual world, as we took on the challenge to move the 
entire accounting system of the Aero Club into the cloud. I would also like to thank our Council for 
their support for the Exco throughout the year as a unified front of the Aero Club representing 
Recreational Aviation in working with the regulator. 

The Chairman’s report was proposed by John Boucher & seconded by Richard Bovell. 

Further discussion was held on the Aero Club’s Membership Initiative, and the increase in demand 
for this service, also to look at now activating the more automated system, since the workgroup 
involved in attempting to look at reducing the documentation requirements have recommended 
that we will not progress in reducing this due to the regulator seeing the challenges of the standard 
of documents being received by them. The transition from physical to electronic form of has not 
been easy. 

Membership statistics for 2021 is close on the levels as it was in 2019, with a concerted effort to 
send out renewals from Aero Club mailbox sources, rather than Bluebox. A number of bounced 
email accounts (+/- 500) will still be attended to by personal contact for renewals. A new 
membership system that will be run from the Aero Club ecommerce website is in progress, with the 
intent of rolling this out by the end of the year. 

 

4) Treasurer’s Report 

a) Financial Status of the Aero Club of South Africa NPC and associated companies 

The Aero Club of South Africa NPC 
(Registration number 1936/007537/08) 
Financial Status 
For the year ended 31 December 2020 
 



 

P a g e  5 | 15 
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SRSA Projects and Funds 

No real progress on executing SRSA projects for 2020 and some funds were returned, status is 

now to look at getting the projects restarted. Table as below. 
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b) Financial Status of the Aero Club of South Africa NPC and associated companies 

The Aero Club Events of South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
(Registration number 2012/217049/07) 
Financial Status 
For the year ended 31 December 2020 
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c) Budget 2021 

Salient Points of 2021 Budget – V1 

 Membership Fee = R 480 (increase from R 450) 

 Membership base = 2900  

 Planning small surplus as per 2019 of +/- kR 90 
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d)  Appointment of Auditors 

Mr Kevin Storie proposed that the Aero Club of South Africa continue to make use of Vanwyk 
Compton Incorporated Chartered accountants as the appointed Auditors, this was approved 
by the members in attendance. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was proposed by Paul Lastrucci and seconded by Johan Odendaal 
 

e)  General Discussion regarding Finances 

Assessment of possible member numbers given that there are +/- 5000 NTCA and +/+ 12000 
pilots of which +/- 5000 being in the NTC environment. 
 
Current regulation indicates that operators of NTC requires membership of an ARO, this 
regulation is not upheld by the CAA. An action needs to be taken on to work out how to deal 
with this with the CAA. 
 
Mr Karl Jensen noted that there are too many people freeloading on the efforts of the Aero 
Club without being members, a concerted effort is required by members to point out the 
benefits of the members. 
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5) General 

a) Constitution Update 

Walter Doubell carried out a review of the current constitution in 2020. The Aero Club no 
longer formally operates with the Exco having a General Manager, thus the amendment takes 
into account that AeCSA will be able to operate without a GM, and that the position is 
optional. A minor typo in paragraph 5.7 is to be corrected. 
 
The following are the affected paragraphs that require update, once approved the 
Constitution will be updated and published on the website. 
 
Constitution Update as above is proposed by Walter Doubell, Seconded by John Gaillard. 
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b) Airweek 2021 Planning 

 With C-19 in 2020 our Centenary year - All projects went on hold except the Yearbook 

 Airweek Planning has restarted, Event applications in progress at FAMB 23 – 27 April 
2021, registrations open, tent hire available for camping 

 Silver Queen Rally (Swartkops) – Planning restarted with SAAFA for event on 12 June 
2021 

 SAPFA World Rally Flying Champs in SA postponed to Nov 2021. Venue Stellenbosch 6 – 
20 Nov 2021 

 AeCSA Awards 4 Dec 2021 

 No sponsorship envisaged, running with the Centenary fund at Revision 2. – Comment 
from Stefan Coetzee that he has available sponsorship. 
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c) Centenary Yearbook 

 Project started in 2017, compilation commenced Dec 2019, with lockdown decision to 

extend the scope – 460 pages  

 1000 books printed – released September 2020 

 Website e-commerce shop operational 

 Over 200 books sold to date 
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d) CAA Interaction 

The Aero Club represents its members at a number of Advocacy Forums (+/- 50 per year) – 
These include Captains of Industry, Industry Liaison Forum (ILF), GA/RA Industry Liaison Forum 
(GA/RA ILF), CARCom, NASCom, SubComs, Workshops, GASS. These are attended by mainly 
the Vice Chairman, Chairman and specific Industry Specialists and Council Members. 
 
The prime CAA interface established under the initiative for the Aero Club was the GA/RA ILF, 
initially an Aero Club meeting with the CAA, later expanded to include wider GA/RA 
organisations. 
 
Industry interacts with Airworthiness, Personnel Licencing, Operations, GA  functions within 
the CAA with the Executive ASO in attendance. This forum Primarily deals with everything 
related to GA/RA and the problems noted. Feedback given to Council of discussions and 
outcomes from the meeting and any actions relevant, as well as sending out communiques to 
the membership. 
 
Current Issues being addressed 
 

 Ensuring specified SLA turnaround times for ATFs & NPLs 

 Interventions and support to members having ATF & NPL renewal difficulties 

 Carrying out Documentation Review of ATF renewals 

 Proposal to streamline ATF renewal process, changes to renewal dates 

 Aerobatic Box proposals at Heidelberg, Phalaborwa and East London. 

 Proposal by SAHPA to promulgate Part 106 for Hang and Paragliding. 

 Proposal by SAMAA for exemption on a case by case basis re:  Max Weight. 

 Proposal for amendment by BAFSA to Part 136 awaiting promulgation. 

 Completed 5 year outstanding frequency for Morningstar Air Port. 

 Proposal by Yolande Combrinck to Part 62 for Crop Spraying with a NTC. 

 Engagement with DEFF on national park overflights with specifics to penalties - DEFF has 
imposed that level of fine to cover the costs of rehabilitation to damage done to Parks, 
but more applicable to ground hogs doing damage and not us air busters as we can do 
no damage other than making a bit of noise. So the discussion with DEFF  is to have 
aviation excluded from such fines not being applicable, then the next step of not having 
a height limit, i.e. revert back to normal VFR rules. 

 Engagement with DEFF on Barberton Mountains as a Heritage site. 

 Engagement on SKA requirements. 

 GASS participation & Part 149 review 

 Proposals approved for promulgation in 2017 not promulgated yet. 
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6) Opening of 1st Council Meeting 

Members of Aero Club of SA were asked to remain in the Zoom room while the Council members 
of Aero Club broke out to a breakout room for the election of the Executive Committee to 
commence. In attendance of the 1st Council meeting for the post AGM were: 
 
Attendance 
 
Rob Jonkers – Chairman 
Marthinus Potgieter –  Vice Chairman 
John Gaillard – Hon Treasurer  
Hanke Fourie – Exco Member 
Paul Lastrucci – EAA 
John Boucher – MISASA 
Vernon Kloppers – PASA  
Rowena Kraidy – MISASA  
Kevin Storie – CAASA  
Mark Pretorius – SSSA  
Bob Skinner – SAMAA 
Goitso Diale  – RAA 
Nigel Musgrave – ASSA  
Frank Eckard – SAPFA 
Richard Bovell – BAFSA 
Simon Smith – DAASA  
Gary Glasson – SAC 
Pete Wallenda – SAHPA 
Andre van Zyl – SAGPA 
Sandra Strydom 
Charne Smit 
 
Apologies 
None  
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7) Election of New Executive Committee 

a) Nominations received for consideration 
No nominations were received for consideration prior the AGM. 

Current Incumbents 

– Rob Jonkers    – Chairman   – appointment 2019 (2 Years) 

 – Marthinus Potgieter  – Vice Chairman  – appointment 2020 (1 Year) 

 – John Gaillard   – Hon Treasurer  – appointment 2020 (1 Year) 

 
b) Appointment of office bearers 

 
Mr Rob Jonkers reported that the Council resolved on the following Executive Committee for 
2021. 
 
Chairman Nomination  
• Nominations proposed for Chairman – Rob Jonkers.  Proposed by Andre can Zyl, 

Seconded by John Boucher 
 
Vice Chairman Nomination  
• Nominations proposed for Vice Chairman – Marthinus Potgieter. Proposed by Andre van 

Zyl, Seconded by John Boucher 
 

Treasurer  
• No Nominations received. The Council has recommended that as the Accounting activity 

is still predominantly being supported by the previous Treasurer Hanke Fourie, and that 
his role needs to be replaced with a more technical accounting position – that a Technical 
Accountant type of person needs to be sought. A process will be initiated in this regard, 
and an appointee will then fulfil the role of Treasurer. The Council thanked Hanke Fourie 
for the many years of service to the Aero Club, and also to John Gaillard for the Hon 
Treasurer role for 2020. 

 
Elected Officers – As the Board / Exco will be less a board member, an additional elected 
official needs to be sought, this can be done post the AGM conferring with the Council. 

 
The 1st Council Meeting was closed. 

 
8) Notification of Exco and Closure of the 80th Annual General meeting 

 
The AGM was reconvened and the breakout room re-joined the main AGM attendees. Mr Rob 
Jonkers announced to the AGM attendees the Aero Club Executive Committee. The members 
thanked the previous Exco for their support in the last year, also in particular the Office staff 
Sandra & Charne for their support to the membership throughout the year. 
 
The Annual General Meeting were closed and members were thanked for their attendance. 


